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Although the wheel of history turns incessantly round, history never leaves us.
Slovakia’s historical monuments are there to remind us of our ancestors,
opening up the path to the distant past. They give the modern people knowledge,

relaxation and happy times. Though a country of modest size, Slovakia is full

of chateaux and old castles, some in ruins, others in excellent condition.

Most of them were built centuries ago. To the nobility,

castles provided fine family seats and, perhaps more importantly,
protection against the raids of enemies. Some of the castles
stood against siege for decades, others fell victim to humiliation
and destruction.

The numerous ruins of once majestic castles remind us of the
worse side of the medieval times. Those castles that survived
destructive attacks and have remained in good condition to this
day, or have been partly renovated, give their visitors a taste

of the country’s history. Old arts and crafts, authentic utility and
decorative objects together with shows of medieval fights help

these places appeal to masses of tourists.
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Spi$ Castle

Castles

Bratislava Castle

Dominating the landscape of the capital Bratislava, the stately
castle sits atop an 85 metre high hill and is well known for its
four turrets.

The Bratislava Castle was built at a strategic point overlooking
the crossing of the important trade routes: the Amber Road
and the Danube Road. The most important times for the castle
started in the 13" century. But it was the reconstruction in the
15% century — initiated by the Hungarian king Sigismund who
went to live in the castle — that gave it the shape we know

today. The Crown Tower was home to the Hungarian coronation

Bratislava Castle

jewels from the mid 16" century to the late 18™ century.

[t was not until the late 18" century that the castle became

a representative seat of the ruling dynasty when the Empress
Maria Theresia initiated another reconstruction. In 1811 the
castle fell victim to a destructive fire, caused by the neglect of
the troops that were using it at the time, and for another century
and a half it lay in ruins. The complete renovation came as late
as the second half of the 20™ century.

These days, the Bratislava Castle is used as a cultural venue and

hosts official events and state visits.
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6. Orava Castle
Spis Castle centre of religious life of the SpiS region. The Spi$ Castle was one
The Spis Castle covers a huge area, and apart from the castle of the few not to give in to the Tartar raids in 1241. The artists
itself, it consists of the Spi§ Canonry (Spisska Kapitula) and from Italy, involved in the 13" century reconstruction, went on
the village of Spisské Podhradie. In the past, the three parts to build the cathedral. In the early 18t century the castle was
formed a single area of settlement but each had their own abandoned as it was no longer able to cater for the increasing
distinctive features: the large castle as a symbol of royal power; needs of the nobility. As a result of a huge destructive fire in 1780,
a little town directly below; and on the hill across the valley the castle was abandoned for good. Still, its partly reconstructed
is a religious community with a cathedral and canonry as the ruins testify to the grandeur of the largest castle in Central Europe.
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Devin Castle

There are many castles in Slovakia that try to remind their visitors of the life
and unique martial arts of the medieval times. It is especially in summer that
these places hold numerous shows and events. This way, visitors are invited
to see authentic historical costumes and armoury, and taste some of the

foods and drinks based on ancient recipes.



Nitra Castle

Nitra Castle

Sitting on the top of a liff, the Nitra castle has always had

a strategic role as a natural fortress overlooking the river Nitra.
Its history reaches as far back as 871 when the castle was one of
the official seats of the Great Moravian Empire, which makes it
the most valuable place of the town. It was among the walls of
this castle that the first Christian church in Slovakia and Central
Europe was opened in 828. Each of the buildings inside the
castle went through numerous reconstructions, and the shape
we know today dates back to the 17t century when it was
fortified after the wars against Turkey. The castle consists of four

parts: cathedral, the bishop’s palace, the supporting buildings

Devin Castle

and a well-preserved external fortification with a single gateway.
Deep inside the castle, the remnants of the original fortification
from the times of Great Moravia 1,200 years ago are accessible
to the visitors. These days the castle is home to the Bishopric.
The castle also boasts a diocese museum with some rare written
documents showing the earliest history and the beginnings of

Christianity in Slovakia, and a cathedral jewel treasury.
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Trencin Castle

Towering on a steep limestone cliff directly above the town, the
Trencin Castle is a fairly large construction that was renovated
several decades ago. The castle is an outstanding feature not only
of the town of Trencin but of the entire region along the middle
flow of the river Vah. It is a national cultural monument and its

history dates back to the Roman Empire: an inscription in the

Lubovna Castle

The Castle was built on the top of a high rock above the town of
Stara Lubovna in the late 13™ century, intended as a checkpoint
on the border between Hungary and Poland. Like the castles

of Plavec and Nedeca east to the High Tatras and the Orava
Castle to the west, the Lubovnia Castle was part of a system of
checkpoints guarding the northern borderline of what was then
Hungary. It was used to monitor the East-West trade route going
to the Czech lands, Austria and Italy, and its branch leading

northwards to Poland. This route was used to export Slovakia's

rock below the castle announces the victory of the 2nd legion
over German tribes at Laugaricio in 179 A.D. The castle appears
to have been built on the site of a fortified settlement. In the

late 13" century, the castle was owned by the mighty Hungarian
nobleman Mat(i$ Cak who controlled large areas of West and
Central Slovakia. The castle square boasts “The Love Well” which
a young Turkish boy named Omar is said to have dug out with
his own hands in order to buy out his beloved girl called Fatima.
Intriguing as the story of neverending love may sound, the well

was made in a much more ordinary way in reality.

Lubovna Castle

copper and silver ores, and import Poland'’s salt. Another key
export product bound for Poland was Hungarian wine. Since the
castle was in Poland’s possession between 1412-1772, it acted

as a political and cultural bridge between the two countries.



Trencin Castle
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Orava Castle

The Orava Castle is one of the most beautiful castles in Slovakia.
The castle clearly dominates the Orava region and has

a very important place among Slovakia’s castles. Its highest
part rises 112 meters above the nearby river Orava. Built at

a strategic point on the trade route from Poland to Hungary, in
close vicinity to the TvrdoSin customs station, the castle was
appointed as county centre in 1370. The construction spanned
from the mid 13t century to the early 17" century, and the
castle was built in several stages, each of the three parts
erected on a separate level of the rocky hill. The defensive
system was so good that the castle was never defeated. Its
unparalleled silhouette and internal design draw huge numbers
of tourists as well as film crews who like to make historical

movies around and in the castle.

Kezmarok Krasna horka

Krasna Horka

Krasna Horka is one of Slovakia's few castles to have survived

in fairly good condition. The first written records date back to
1333. Over the following decades, the castle was owned by
three important noble families. The castle was intended to
provide protection to a medieval route going through the mining
areas of the Slovak mountains. The top of a cone-shaped hill is
dominated by a palace with a defensive tower. More palaces with
fortification, a chapel and residential and farmers houses are
situated below, testifying to the way the castle developed over the
centuries. The premises were surrounded with Qﬂ

fortification and there was one gateway to it.
Slovakia
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Zvolen Chateau
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Banska Stiavnica — New Chateau

Chateaux tend to be associated in people’s minds with royal families, and
their splendid decoration often called for immense wealth. Even these days
people never fail to admire the mastery of the craftsmen and artists who

helped create these impressive constructions over centuries past.

Zvolen our times in its original shape. The central building

Situated on a hill not far from the town centre, the Zvolen is a square palace, surrounded with fortification comprising
Chateau is the town's main castle. The nobility first used what is several constructions. Each year, the castle hosts the Zvolen
now called the Deserted Castle, dating back to the 12% century Castle Festival, bringing together drama and opera companies
and sitting above the confluence of the rivers Slatina and Hron. from across Slovakia and abroad.

Its less favourable position and poor access made King Ludovit
| decide for a new castle, which was constructed in 1360-1382

based on Italian town chateaux. The place has come down to



Banska Stiavnica — Old Chateau
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Budatin

Hills above the confluence of two rivers have always been
considered naturally safe places. And it is in a place like

this that the Budatin Chateau is situated, surrounded with

a small park. The round tower is a distinguishing feature of
the chateau which was built on the site of a former water
castle protected from two sides by the rivers Vah and Kysuca.
Water from the rivers was used to fill in the ditches, which was
a very effective way of protecting the castle. The 17™ century
reconstruction added a couple of Renaissance features to the
place. Following a fire in the revolutionary years of 1848-1849,
the castle was rebuilt again in the latter half of the 19" century
and given the shape we know today. The chateau hosts

a gallery and a regional ethnological museum with a huge
collection of tinkers’ works from the area surrounding the town

of Zilina which the castle is part of.

Smolenice Chateau

Smolenice Chateau

Built originally as a castle, the place was later turned into

a romantic chateau. The Smolenice Chateau was one of the
jewels of the mountainous area known as the Little Carpathians,
and it was intended as one of the checkpoints along the

Czech Route established in the 14" century. It often changed
hands, and as early as 1777 — when its indebted owner had

to hand it over to the Pélffy family — the place began to run

Topol¢ianky Budatin

down. Following years of property disputes, Méric Palffy and
his son Jozef finally built a romantic chateau into the original
fortification, designed by the Budapest-based architect Jozef
Hubert. These days the place hosts reqgular congress events of
the Slovak Academy of Sciences, in summer it is open to the

general public.



Bojnice Chateau

Bojnice Chateau Baroque features added to the construction. Most recently,

The Bojnice Chateau is a romantic castle with features dating the Neo-Gothic reconstruction of 1889-1910 changed the castle
back to the Gothic and Renaissance times. Situated on the into a fairy-tale chateau. The place is currently home to some
western outskirts of the town of Bojnice, the castle is visible of the collections of the Slovak National Museum. The chateau
from a large part of the northern region along the river Nitra. boasts a huge park and a nearby forest park with a popular

In the Middle Ages, the former fortified settlement was made zoological garden.

into a wooden castle. The second half of the 17" century saw
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Betliar

Manor Houses

Betliar

The manor house in Betliar is part of the large estate of

Krasna Horka and is associated with the Andrasi family. The
design we know today dates from the latest reconstruction of
1881-1886. In the renovation, the house — built in Classicistic
style — was expanded with an extra floor, and a monumental
tower of staircase in Neo-Gothic style was added to the northern

section. The eastern section was given a turret, its design

Budmerice

drawing inspiration from the tower of the famous Vajdahunyad
Castle located in Transylvania in what is today Romania. The
museum situated in the manor house boasts huge collections

of paintings, pottery and a large authentic library with more
than 15 thousand books. Surrounding the manor house, the
English garden park is decorated with charming pieces of garden
architecture. The adjacent forest park of 70 hectares has plenty

of exotic trees and plants from all over the world.



Markusovce Manor House

1.

Betliar
2. Topolcianky
3. Budmerice

4. Markusovce

Topol¢ianky

Topolcianky a special liking for the place. Part of it now hosts a museum
Situated on the site of a stone settlement from the 13 century, of furniture and home design: all the paintings, clocks, pottery,
the Classicistic manor house designed by the Vienna-based carpets, embroidered curtains and weaponry are authentic, left
architect Alojz Pichl sits in the middle of a large English park. behind by the last noble family to own the place.

This place is considered to be the finest and purest example
of Classicism in Slovakia‘s architecture. When Czechoslovakia
was established in 1918, the manor house was used by the
country's presidents in summer, and it was the nation’s first

president Tomas Garrigue Masaryk who had
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Cachtice Castle

Unfortunately, many of the beautiful medieval castles did not survive the
passage of time. Still, the ruins invite their visitors to use what has been left

to dream of the once glorious past and stunning features.

Cachtice Castle

Built in the second half of the 13™ century, the castle was one of the
first places intended as checkpoints along the western borderline

of Hungary. First, a palace was built on the top of the dliff, and this
upper square was later expanded with more and more buildings.
The lower square, used primarily for defense purposes, was
accessible from a limestone mountain ridge. The 17" century saw
the castle in the hands of the famous Alzbeta Bathory whose life

and horror-like pastimes are the subject of legend.



Plavec Castle

. Cachtice Castle
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. Strecno

. Plavecky hrad

. Lietavsky hrad




i -
|_._.........

i
s ¥ o' b

i

il
Lt}

i _.____.___..q...d |

ATl
k' |
AL YT

0

i Uil
..__,_:____:




Strecno

Situated not far from the town of Zilina on a 103 meter high
cliff above the river Vah, the Stre¢no Castle dates back to the
turn of the 13" and 14" centuries. In the 17% century, the place
provided perfect protection to the anti-Habsburg rebels led by
the Transylvanian prince Imre Tokély. Therefore, the imperial
troops tore down the external walls and damaged part of the
interior, too. This left the castle in ruins. In the early 20™ century,
the walls were renovated, and following a costly reconstruction

of the 1990s, the castle was opened to the general public.

Beckov

Beckov

The Beckov Castle has come down to these days in the form of
reconstructed ruins sitting on a 70 meter high cliff. Its silhouette
is visible from far away. Originally, the castle was intended as

a checkpoint overlooking a large part of the region along the
middle flow of the river Vah. The lavish reconstruction of the
turn of the 14™ and 15™ centuries pushed up the towers and
added a Gothic-style palace with a knight's hall and a chapel.
The threat of Turkish troops called for extensive fortification in
the 16" century: the lower courtyard had a cannon tower added
to it and the external walls were heightened. The fire of 1727
destroyed most of the buildings, and the place has remained
empty ever since. The ruins of the upper and lower parts show

the remnants of the palaces, defensive features and fortification.

Lietava Castle Plavec Castle
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Slovak Tourist Board

Némestie L. Stéra 1, P 0. Box 35
974 05 Banska Bystrica

Tel.: +421/48/413 61 46

Fax: +421/48/413 61 49

Email: sacr@sacr.sk

Slovak Tourist Board
Bratislava Branch

Dr. V. Clementisa 10

82102 Bratislava

Tel.: +421/2/50 700 801, 821
Fax: +421/2/55 571 654
Email: sacrba@sacr.sk

Slovak Tourist Board

Presov Region Branch

Michaela Rafajova, BSBA

Office of the Presov Self-Governing Region
Nam. Mieru 2

080 01 Presov

Mobil: +421 918 336 236

Email: presov@sacr.sk

Slovak Tourist Board

Nitra Region Branch

Ing. Ronald Turcek

Office of the Nitra Self-Governing Region
Kupecka 3

949 01 Nitra

Tel.: +421/37/69 259 23

Mobil: +421 918 336 238

Email: turcek@sacr.sk

Slovak Tourist Board

Trencin Regional Branch

Mgr. Peter Pastier

Office of the Trencin Self-Governing Region
Hviezdoslavova 1

911 50 Tren¢in

Tel.: +421/32/ 6537 218

Mobil: +421 918 336 237

Email: pastier@sacr.sk

Slovak Tourist Board

Zilina Regional Branch

Mgr. Martin Vataj

Office of the Zilina Self-Governing Region
Komenského 48

011 09 Zilina

Mobil: +421918 336 277

Email: vataj@sacr.sk
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Czech Republic

Ing. Klara Badinkova

Slovenska agentura pro cestovni ruch
Jilské 16

110 00 Prague 1

Czech Republic

Tel. /Fax: +420 224 946 082

Mobil: +420 776 7654 77

Email: sacrpraha@seznam.cz

China

Slovak Tourist Board

China PR & Consultancy Agency

Mrs. Maria Boyd

B&B International

Office 26E, CITIC Building

No. 19 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District
Beijing 100004, PR.C.

tel.: +86 10 8526 1228

fax: +86 10 8526 1227

e-mail: bnbint@gmail.com, welcomeslovakia@vip.sina.com

The Netherlands

Ing. Ingrid Stupavska

Slowaaks Verkeershureau

at Hotel, Leliegracht 18

1015 DE Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Tel.:4+31 20 423 0539

Fax:+3120 626 7873

email: info@slowaaks-verkeershureau.nl

Germany

Ingrid Sorat

Slowakische Zentrale fiir Tourismus
Zimmerstr. 27

D - 10969 Berlin

Tel: +49/30/25 94 26 40

Fax: +49/30/25 94 26 41

E-mail: sacr-berlin@botschaft-slowakei.de,
tourismus@botschaftslowakei.de

The United Kingdom

Mary Stuart-Miller

Slovak Tourist Board

The Creative Connection UK Ltd
South Marlands

Itchingfield, Horsham

West Sussex RH13 ONN

The United Kingdom

Tel.: 0844 700 5100

Email: slovakiatourism@virgin.net

Poland

Jan Bo$novic

Narodowe Centrum Turystyki Stowackiej

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 13 pok. 17, (budynek hotelu Europejski)
00-071 Warszawa

Poland

Tel. /Fax: +48/22/827 00 09

Email: sacr@poczta.onet.pl

Austria

Daniel Luka¢

Slowakische Zentrale fiir Tourismus
Vertretung Osterreich

Parkring 12

A-1010 Wien

Austria

Tel.: +43 15139569

Fax: +43 15139763

Email: sacr-wien@aon.at

Russian Federation

Lubica Alusicova

Predstavitelstvo Slovackovo Upravlenija po Turizmu
Posolstvo Slovackoj Respubliky

UL J. Futika 17-19,

123 056 Moscow

Russian Federation

Tel.: +7/495/251 76 31

Fax: +7/495/251 76 45

Email: sacrmow@comail.ru

Hungary

Dipl. Ing. Soria Jelinkova
képviselet vezetd

Szlovék Idegenforgalmi Hivatal
Rakoczi it 15

H 1088 Budapest

Hungary

Tel.: +36 14290049

Fax: +36 14290050

Mobil: +36 30 4341368
Email: slovakiatourism@slovakiatourism.hu
a great little country
www.slovakia.travel
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